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Message from the Office
Community building and creating affirming spaces is a vital part of the
Aldergrove school community. We celebrated Lunar New Year last
week with Lion Dance assemblies for the whole school. We are
grateful to Ms. Lo who gave red pockets to all the scholars in the
building with a good luck wish inside in celebration of the year of the
Rabbit. We also had a vibrant “Lunar New Year” display in the foyer
created by volunteer community members. Thank you for supporting a
spirit of celebration and learning at Aldergrove.
Our staff are committed to Black History Month and celebrating Black
excellence through accessing and incorporating the various resources
that have been shared by the Board. Literature, posters and the
inclusion of identity-affirming texts and narratives continue to be added
to the learning spaces. Families are invited to participate in the Black

—Yor History Month Events for YRDSB We would like to highlight Family
2 Y00 Cook-Out that features Ald ! School Council

ook-Out that features Aldergrove’s very own School Counci

Co-Chair, Maxine Knight. We welcome scholars in grade 3-6 to join us
on February 9, 2023 from 6-7pm for Aldergrove Drums. Spaces are
limited so please register via information sent directly to scholars’
families through Inform. We continue to look for partnerships with our
families from the black community to share voices and build inclusive
spaces for all.
A reminder of our School Council meeting on February 25th at 6:30pm.
We look forward to seeing many familiar and new faces as we begin a
new year together.

C—"' DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

Partners in education,

Ms. Jessa Mr. Pamayah
Principal Vice Principal

Resources for Families

The Centre for Black Student Excellence - February Newsletter
Tune in YRDSB - Tamil Heritage Month

Triple P - Parenting Sessions

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Peel and York Region

Screening Process: TO BE DONE DAILY Every day students will need
to screen for COVID-19. Follow the directions to ensure the safety of all the

members of our school community.

Chilly/Windy Cold/Wet Extreme Cold/Snow |

InspireLearning/



mailto:aldergrove.ps@yrdsb.ca
https://staffweb-yrdsb.msappproxy.net/services/focus/equity/Documents/Centre%20for%20Black%20Student%20Excellence/SC-BHM-Events.pdf
https://staffweb-yrdsb.msappproxy.net/services/focus/equity/Documents/Centre%20for%20Black%20Student%20Excellence/SC-BHM-Events.pdf
https://staffweb-yrdsb.msappproxy.net/services/focus/equity/Documents/Centre%20for%20Black%20Student%20Excellence/SC-Newsletter-February.pdf
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/tune-yrdsb-tamil-heritage-month
https://staffweb-yrdsb.msappproxy.net/services/focus/equity/Documents/Community%20%20Programs/SC-Parenting-Sessions.pdf
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-screening/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iZymvYs-KFM6RoxeuwzJnowOEUhbDFta/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fsxdo370gn7med-xjoBx7K16Dg_wum8F/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WwF0geKaC-6_7sLG5mUgbfPgJSJQpbGO/view?usp=sharing

Kindergarten Registration

Kindergarten registration for September 2023 begins January 20 for the 2023-24 school year.
Children who were born in 2019, live within the school boundary, and whose parents/guardians are
public school tax supporters will be eligible to register for Kindergarten.
There are several ways you can register for Kindergarten:
e  Online - Families can access the online Kindergarten registration information at
www.yrdsb.ca/kindergarten. It is recommended that families use a laptop or a desktop, rather
than a mobile device to complete this registration.
e By email - Families can download the Elementary School Reqistration Form at
www.yrdsb.ca/Kindergarten and email the completed form to school email address
aldergrove.ps@yrdsb.ca
e By phone - Families can request support to complete the registration form on their
behalf by collecting the required information by phone. Families can request an interpreter, if
needed, during this phone conversation. Call your local school. (905) 470-2227
e In-person at the school - Families may visit the school office to drop off or complete a
registration form.

Once you have completed your application, the school will contact you to make an appointment to
review and verify the required documents.

Our Kindergarten programs are caring and welcoming where children learn through exploration,
play and inquiry. You can learn more at www.yrdsb.ca/Kindergarten. We look forward to welcoming
our new students and families to the school.

Author Visit
On Monday, January 30 our grade 1-2 scholars were fortunate to have author Majura Thayalan and
for a read-aloud of her book, “Thai Pongal: A Tamil Harvest Festival’. The word 'Pongal’ in Tamil
literally means 'to overflow'. As scholars learned, Thai Pongal is a harvest festival. It is celebrated
by farmers and others to pay homage to the Sun and all the other elements of nature that helped in
a bountiful harvest.
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National Sweater Day

On Thursday, February 2, we participated in National Sweater Day at Aldergrove. We turned down
the school temperature and wore fun and comfy sweaters to show our support for action on climate
change. During National Sweater Day we thought about how we can all help limit global
temperature increases. Did you know that if every Canadian turned down their heat by 2 °C during
the cold season, it would reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 4 megatons? That’s equivalent to
taking 850,000 cars off the road! We would like to challenge our Aldergrove community to follow in
our footsteps and try turning down the heat in your homes, too!

Arrival
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All scholars need to arrive on-time in the morning. The line-up bell rings at 8:25

i

and scholars are invited to come into the school at this time to begin 9;’\53
announcements, the Land Acknowledgement and O Canada. Arriving late delays ’ /;%//;h\\\\;\
the start of the day and classroom room learning. °

Bus Loop Safety P y

CAUTION

Please do not park and leave your vehicle in the “Kiss-and-Ride” or Bus

Loop as it can be unsafe for arrival and dismissal. We are urging drivers to
slow down, not just in the bus loop, but on the roads near the school. We
have had car accidents and near hits from the result of speeding cars. DRWE
- 4

The Aldergrove Entripy Shop is OPEN!

Welcome to the official online shopping portal for Aldergrove Public School. Enjoy browsing a wide
selection of products from a variety of brands that you can then customize with the approved logos
and graphics found on the site. Here are a few of the many items you can purchase.

RABSIT 5KIN5 TODDLER YOUTH ZONE PERFORMANCE YOUTH ZGNE PERFORMANCE GILDAN YOUTH T-SHIRT 1009
FLEECE SWEATSHIRT HOODED SHIRT POLC COTTON

A0 -



https://aldergrovepublicschool.entripyshops.com/
https://aldergrovepublicschool.entripyshops.com/

Lunar New Year

Lunar New Year is a significant and meaningful cultural celebration for many people of East and
Southeast Asian heritage including Chinese, Korean, Taiwanese, Viethamese and Indonesian
communities, to name a few. It is celebrated across the Asia-Pacific and diaspora communities
around the world. This holiday commemorates the first day of the Lunar Calendar. The date is
determined by the appearance of the moon and usually takes place between late January to early
February. For some, this occasion has religious significance as well.

Lunar New Year is celebrated when families come together and enjoy traditional foods and
activities. Many countries also have their own unique ways of celebrating the event. These could
include families coming together to spend time with one another, sharing of traditional meals, and
engaging in traditional activities such as cleaning the house and performing ceremonial rituals for
elders and ancestors. For example, in many Chinese communities, customs may include: cleaning
houses, paying off debts, settling old arguments, and other means of making a "fresh start." In the
Korean community, the ceremonial ritual of seh-bae (deep bow) is performed to the elders and
ancestors. Families share the traditional meal of rice cake and dumpling soup and play traditional
games such as yut-nori. Aldergrove was happy to acknowledge this occasion through various
activities that promote sharing and understanding of the diverse practices across Asian
communities. One example was the Lion Dance Assembly that featured Wayland Li Martial Arts
Centre. Ms. Wong’s class created intricate Lunar New Year artwork.




February is Black History Month

During the month of February, we deliberately reflect upon the legacy of African history in all its
diversity, and we join all Canadians in celebrating Black History Month. During this month we are
able to appreciate the significance of African people in world history by centering people of African,
Caribbean, and Canadian heritage, famous and not so famous, who have influenced the nation and
the world through their ideas, words and actions.

Report Cards

First Term Report Cards for scholars will be electronically sent home beginning
on Tuesday, February 21, 2023. This process occurs throughout the whole board
for all YRDSB students and you may not receive the report card until later in the
week. Please check your child’s GAPPS email account for the report card
notification.

Community Safety Village March Break Camp

The Community Safety Village of York Region is excited to announce that our booking system for
our March Break Camp is now open! Our March Break Camp will provide our future leaders with an
exciting and fun-filled week of outdoor activities, arts and crafts, and teambuilding all centered
around the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. Student in Grade 6, 7, or 8

* Monday, March 13th - Friday, March 17th (9:30am - 3:00pm)

Location: 3291 Stouffville Rd, Whitchurch-Stouffville, ON L4A 7X5
To register, visit= https://csv.simplybook.me/v2/#book

*SPACE IS LIMITED - REGISTRATION IS BASED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS*

*THERE IS NO COST ASSOCIATED WITH THIS PROGRAM*

Grade 8 Transition to High School

Course selection is fast approaching for high school. Students will be choosing 2 elective courses in
Grade 9. The other 6 classes are preselected by their high school. These classes are English,
Math, Science, French, Geography & Physical Education.

On Wednesday, Feb 1, Milliken Mills High School will be met with all grade 8 students to share with
them this process and answer questions. Course selection will be open from February 16 - 24,
2023. We will be checking in with all students to support them with course selection.

You can support your child by talking with them about what they might be interested in selecting for
courses next year and about all of the secondary school programs available. Please reach out to
Darren Berberick if you have any questions at darren.berberick@yrdsb.ca. This is an exciting time
for Grade 8 students.
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Message from Our Trustee

Jenny Chen-Markham Wards 1 and 8

Telephone
(289) 221-4429

Email

jenny.chen@yrdsb.ca
February 2023

| hope everyone has had a wonderful start to 2023, and enjoyed their winter break.

One of the most important roles of school board trustees is communicating with the public. |
hope to use this newsletter as one way to keep you updated on Board news, to communicate my
role as trustee and how | can support you, and to answer some of the questions | am often asked
as a trustee.

Communicating with the public includes both sharing information and attending events to build
relationships with families, but also ensuring | am available to you. If you have questions about
Board policies or budget, concerns about your community, ideas and suggestions, or have a
question and don’t know who to call, please feel free to reach out. | am happy to assist you.

Our Board of Trustees is made up of 12 trustees elected during the municipal election process, and
one Indigenous trustee appointed through a separate process. Eight of the 12 elected trustees are
new this term, and we are all looking forward to connecting with families and fulfilling our roles to
support student achievement and well-being.

What do Trustees Do?
In addition to communicating with the public, we are also responsible for:

Establishing a Multi-Year Strategic Plan. This plan sets out our priorities as a school board and
guides our direction and decision making as a system.

Setting policy. Policies govern the operation of our schools and organization, including field trips,
school transportation, homework, caring and safe schools and much more. You can find out which
policies are up for review in our meeting agendas, or which policies are out for comment on the
website. Your participation in this process is important to ensuring our policies are serving our
communities and align with our priorities.

Setting an annual budget. | look forward to sharing more information about this process with you
in the coming months as we engage in budget consultations.



https://www2.yrdsb.ca/how-can-we-help-you
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/board-plans/multi-year-strategic-plan
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/policies-procedures
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https://www2.yrdsb.ca/board-plans/budget

Participating on Board and Advisory Committees. You can find the dates and agendas for these
meetings on the Board website. You are welcome to attend and observe any public Board, Advisory

and Board Committee meetings.

Hiring the Director of Education. This process is governed by the Director of Education Selection
Policy, and we will keep you updated as this process progresses. In the meantime, | am deeply
grateful to Interim Director of Education Scott Yake for his commitment and service.

Advocating for quality public education. | became a school board trustee because | believe in
public education. | believe in the potential of each and every one of our students and our
responsibility to nurture their learning, growth and achievement. Our decisions as a board are
centred on our commitment to deliver the best for our students.

What’s Happening in YRDSB

Kindergarten registration opened January 20 for families with children who will start Kindergarten in
September 2023.

French Immersion registration is open from January 20-February 6 for students entering Grade 1 in
September 2023.

Student trustee elections are currently underway. All students in Grades 5-12 will have an
opportunity to vote for the student trustees who will represent them next school year.

In February, we recognize Black History Month, celebrating the contributions of Black people to the
fabric of our society. | encourage you to visit the Board’s_Centre for Black Student Excellence
webpage and_newsletter to learn more about upcoming events during Black History Month and
what’s happening in the Board to celebrate Black excellence.

Family Day and the March Break are also approaching and we hope everyone enjoys the break.

There are a number of other events for families coming up and | encourage you to check the Board
calendar.

New Schools

One of the other questions | am asked, particularly in growing communities is about new schools or
capital projects. | can let you know that in our municipality the following capital projects have
received approval: Markham Centre Elementary School, proposed to open September 2026.

There are many ways you can stay up-to-date with what’s happening in our school board. Visit the
newsroom or website homepage at www.yrdsb.ca. Listen to our podcast. Follow the Board on
Twitter, Instagram or YouTube. Read your school newsletters and emails. | look forward to staying
connected with you.

Jenny Chen
Trustee, Markham Wards 1 and 8
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Aldergrove Public School

@ 2 The Breakfast Program is [@]@=N every day from 8:00 - 8:25 am

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
Day 1 Day 2 Day 0
1:30 Grade 8 Groundhog Day PA Day (No School)
Presentation from National Sweater Day
Ml”lken MI||S HS Lunch Lady
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2
Voices Team at Sub Lunch &4 Sushi Lunch & Great Lakes Program Pizza Lunch €
McMichael Art Gallery (5A, 5B, 1A, 1B, 4A)
Lunch Lady
6pm Aldergrove Drums
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2
Voices Team at Valentine’s Day Sushi Lunch & Lunch Lady Pizza Lunch €
Aldergrove Sub Lunch &# ASD Workshop at

Aldergrove 9:30-11:00
(Mandarin session)

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Family Day Holiday Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1
(No School) Sub Lunch &z Ash Wednesday Lunch Lady Pizza Lunch &,
Reports Cards beginto | Sushi Lunch & 6:30 pm School Council Spirit Day: Twin Day

be sent home
electronically.

26 27 28 March 1 March 2 March 3
Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 5
Voices Team at Sub Lunch &z Sushi Lunch < Lunch Lady Pizza Lunch €.

McMichael Art Gallery
. Phone: (905) 470-2227 Email: aldergrove.ps@yrdsb.ca @ Twitter: @aldergroveps




Aldergrove Public School Invites you to a Parent and Child Event:

Y Aldergrove Drums 7"

With Drums et Al featuring Babarinde “Baba” Williams

When: Thursday,
February 9, 2023
Time: 6-7 pm

Register Here

Where: Aldergrove
Public School (Gym)

Ages: Grade 3-6
This is a free event for parents and children. Please
register soon as space is limited.

Drummer and mutii-instrumentalist, Babarinde
Williams “Baba” is the founder and CEO of Drums et
al. For two decades he has been a positive force in
the drumming community of Ontario. He is regarded
as one of Canada’s most prolific and respected
drumming instructors.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbgE0QCdYY95EWuGtAaoG4GK-4kOVZmImPGjRdjiAAenQOCw/viewform

Winter Walk Month officially launches Feb 1%, 2023. Schools are highly encouraged
to promote walking and wheeling to school on this day, or any day during the \NT
month of February. The aim is to celebrate active school travel and to spend time sr‘ 649

outside in all seasons — especially the cold ones! WWD
-

We encourage your school to participate by organizing celebrations, sharing winter
related tips and engaging in various initiatives. 4LK OV‘

If your school plans to celebrate in any fashion we encourage you to register on the
Ontario Active School Travel webpage using this link https://ontarioactiveschooltravel.ca/winter-walk-

day/ . There are also posters and resources that you can use to promote and encourage winter walk day.

Communication Series

This year for Winter Walk Month, we are encouraging schools to share communications with families
during the month of February. Each week we will be identifying a specific theme promoting physical
activity. Your school is encouraged to engage in as many initiatives as possible to enjoy the winter
season. Share photos of your school participating in these initiatives and tag us @YRDSBGetOut or
@YRDSBHPE to see your school featured on the YRDSB Twitter accounts.

Week One (January 30): Celebrating Active School Travel - Official Provincial wide Winter Walk Day is
Feb 1%, 2023 (Share with students and families) !

Week Two (February 6): Winter Safety Tips (Share with students and families)
Week Three (February 13): Taking Learning Outdoors (Share with staff)

Week Four (February 20): Getting Active with Your Community and Family (Share with students and
families)

Poster Contest
To prepare for Winter Walk Month consider running a Winter Walk Month Poster Seasons
Contest at your school. Students can be encouraged to participate by drawing a poster [§ change, but

for the campaign. Schools can then select three winners and have those students
posters posted around the school as a way of promoting Winter Walk Month. to stop!

Below is a poster outlining guidelines students can follow. This would be a wonderful

art activity and would tie in well with science, environment and sustainability-based . ¢‘;i
curriculum for all grade levels. LET’S 7

the fun outside
doesn’t have

]
WINTER WALK DAY

For more information about these initiatives, please contact: Reena.mistry @yrdsb.ca
Active School Travel Coordinator or Nicole.crouchman@yrdsb.ca Curriculum Consultant
Healthy Schools & HPE.




— Inclusive School and Community Services
@ =

2 A = - .
e 1 in Partnership With

InspireLeaming!

Supporting your Children with Special Needs
Information Series Part One: Understanding Autism Spectrum Disorder

XERRGEREFHRXHERS - TRERE
S CHmeausmend Q&I 2 RI&6 GLHNS S EhS&T6 4 &Teasse
YL IGEGMSL LifIhEIASMeTeus)

This session will be delivered in English, Chinese and Tamil on different dates to help parents,

guardians and caregivers learn:

What is Autism?

Diagnosis process

Common characteristics

At-home strategies

Resources available in the community

Presenter: Winny Ho, Community Support Coordinator at Community Living York South
When: March 2, 2023, 6:30-8:00pm

Register this event now!

English Session Virtual

https://bit.ly/3XI8CTo

For more information, please contact Community and Partnership Developer Shani

Blake - shani.blake@yrdsb.ca

Community Living York South COMMUNITY LIVING >

York South




Inclusive School and Community Services

in Partnership With

Community Living York South COMMUNITY LIVING 2>

C
York South >
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# B Winny Ho, Community Support Coordinator at Community Living York South

Mandarin/Cantonese Session In-Person d 304k T i &
When:Friday, February, 17 2023, 9:30 am -11:00 am Where:Aldergrove Public School

BHE : 28175 FH £549:30- 112 th i : Aldergrove Public School
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Mandarin/Cantonese Session Virtual &304k = i &
Friday, February, 24 2023, 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm Mandarin/Cantonese online
Bt iE ; 28245 A EK 6:30-858
WEEAE

http://bit.ly/3GcNE1I
or scan

= “*

For more information, please contact Community and Partnership Developer
Cynthia Liu - cynthia.liu@yrdsb.ca, Pauline Guo - pauline.guo@yrdsb.ca




Inclusive School and Community Services

in Partnership With

Community Living York South COMMUNITY L1\

York Sou

Autism 6T60TLIEMG TeU6UTM) LIl &I Glaer (e 56y
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Presenter: Winny Ho, Community Support Coordinator at Community Living York South

When: February 23, 2023, 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
6TUGLITG): D&, 23, 2023 17 :L1 6:30 - 8 LOGW cu6mT

Tamil Session Virtual

https://bit.ly/3GosAVU

or scan

For more information, please contact Community and Partnership Developer

Nageswary Srikumaraguru - nageswary.srikumaraguru@yrdsb.ca



... YRAACC/Sankofa &
[utoring Frogram

We are committed to educational growth,

success, and leadership of our students.

Ly » Math and English Tutoring ﬁ
f

» Grades 3-12 Students
« Weekly on-line

The "YRAACC /Sankofa

Tutoring Program is a
Covid-19 Recovery Program

that aims to “ strengthen
Black students' Math, and

Literacy skills.

Click here to register https://forms.gle /EQHBSxdtf Jioe ACOA

For more information email:

gmgreyorkregionaacc.ca



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4QCv6vehgO4cVFHW7dcF0ZLUSoQ04rnJPVW9jRUwXrAVQcw/viewform

WELLNESS
TCCSA  SERVICES

Are you a newcomer to Canada? Are you settling into a new country and adjusting
to a new life? This can be an experience with mixed emotions, where you may feel
excitement, narvousneass, lonalinass, and sadness. These are normal emotions as
you adjust to your new home.

“The Wellness Dasis™ is whare you will have a chance to rest, re-energize, and
improve overall weall-being.

Available Services: \

EDUCATIONAL AND
DEVELOPMENTAL
WORKSHOPS:

Focusing on self-care,
family relationship, and
mutual support in various
creative approach.

INDIVIDUAL
COUNSELLING:

Short-term counselling
suppoert for individuals
with emotional distress
and concerns.

Location. of Services:
TCCSA York Centre

WMetra Square
3636 Sreeles Avenue Eask Unit

Z213A Markharn, Ontario, L3R 1K9 CONTACT Us w3 ki
Telephane: (905) 948-1671 AGG&SSJJJW
Fax:(905)948-9997 Karis Fung ; ; ;
e a Hybrid options available
Bmalzioliecasorg 5(137)'329"1285 s Chinese and Tagalog
un cCSsa.or ; -

TCCSA Scarborough Centre g@t 9 :C:j'gielgmg sessions

. . wal
325 Bamburgh.orcle. UnicA107 Rizette Catarroja i DReaih i S ST
Taronta, Ontario, kMW 3Y1 437}-320_1252 i
Telephane: (416) 502-9500 (437)- 7 SlEEs
Fax: (416)502-2900 rcatarroja@®tccsa.org

TCCSA Toronto Centre
302 Spadina Avenue, Unit 206
Toronto, Ontario, M5T 2E7
Telephone: (416)977-4076
Fax: (41 1-051
SRR E)AAT0NT0 Funded by: Financé par :
TCCSA Peel Centre
720 Burnhamthorpe Road Wesk, Unit 2 3 : : : 5 o4
MississaLiga, Ontaﬁo. L5 361 I* l Immigration, Refugees Immigration, Refugiés
Telephane: (305) 615-9500 and Citizenship Canada et Citoyenneté Canada
Fax:(905)615-0627
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Aldergrove Public School

@ 9 PREEEXLEF 8:00-8:25 Fik
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
Day 1 Day 2 Day 0
1:30 Grade 8 Groundhog Day PA Day (No
Presentation from | National Sweater Day | School)
Milliken Mills H.S. Lunch Lady
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2
Voices Team at Sub Lunch &7 Sushi Lunch & Great Lakes Program Pizza Lunch €.
McMichael Art Gallery (5A, 5B, 1A, 1B, 4A)
Lunch Lady
6pm Aldergrove Drums
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2
Voices Team at Valentine’s Day Sushi Lunch & Lunch Lady Pizza Lunch &
Aldergrove Sub Lunch &2 ASD Workshop at
Aldergrove 9:30-11:00
(Mandarin session)
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Family Day Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1
Holiday (No Sub Lunch s# Ash Lunch Lady Pizza Lunch €
School) Reports Cards Wednesday 6:30 pm School Council Spirit Day: Twin Day
begin to be sent Sushi Lunch &
home electronically.
26 27 28 March 1 March 2 March 3
Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 5
Voices Team at Sub Lunch & Sushi Lunch & Lunch Lady Pizza Lunch €.

McMichael Art Gallery

. Phone: (905) 470-2227

Email: aldergrove.ps@yrdsb.ca

@ Twitter: @aldergroveps
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